
2023: A Year of  Challenges and 
Opportunities 

 How Many Mice?? 

When our friends 
down at the MSP-
CA in Boston 
reached out for 
help after taking in 
over 500 mice from 
a hoarding situa-
tion, we stepped 
up to assist.  

We agreed to take “two tanks” of mice which 
ended up being 34 adorable friends, ranging in 
age from babies to seniors– and some with 
ringworm!  Almost all have now found their 
new families.  Even the smallest lives are im-
portant and deserve  a helping paw.  
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GAHS Holds the Inaugural Golden Paw Awards!  

Despite the chal-
lenges, the GAHS 
team still managed 
to imagine, plan, 
and pull-off and 
amazing new 
event– the Golden 
Paw Awards! 

Held at the Royal 
Oak Room in Lewiston, this inaugural event 
was a hit, raising over $23,000 to help needy 
animals in a variety of ways.    

Together with our sponsors, we made it a night to remember with a pawsome silent 
auction, photobooth memories, comedy, games, laughs, a few tears, and best of all– 
an amazing crowd of over 120 attendees who came together to support our work 
and celebrate animals and the people who help them! 

Did you miss it? Never fear– the 2nd annual Golden Paw Awards will be held on 
Thursday, September 12th, 2024. Mark your calendar and join us for a great night! 

  2023– Serious Challenges to Our Work and Community  

2023 is likely a year that many of us will be happy to say goodbye to.   Our communi-
ty has been hit hard and sent reeling– from heart-wrenching shootings right in our 
backyard, to flash floods, a flooded Androscoggin, and high levels of need for our 
programs and services. 2023 was a year where the hits just kept coming as soon as 
we got to our feet! 

While I normally like to share the numerous ways we grew in the past year, this year 
we were happy to keep our heads above water– both literally and figuratively!  With 
longer lengths of stay for many animals in our care, waitlists to address the never 
ending requests for owners to surrender animals, more owned pets needing help 
through pet food pantry assistance, a great need for low-cost vaccines, spay/neuter 
and more, we had our work cut out for us as we addressed the rising need and 
changing trends that shelters all across the country experienced. 

In 2024, as a team, we will meet and overcome those challenges to achieve our mis-
sion for pets.  We thank you for helping us do this vital work in our community.  

   

   
      

Katie Lisnik, Executive Director 

Sheltering Trends– Longer Stays and 
More Surrenders 

2023 hit shelters across the country with 
trends that many of us had not seen in several 
years.    

Here in New England, we experienced an in-
creased need for owner-surrender intakes, 
predominately driven by housing challenges 
(cost, pet restrictions, and lack of availability), 
as well as economic factors, including inability 
to afford veterinary care.   

Combined with high intakes, we also saw a lull 
in adoptions, especially for dogs, causing an 
increase in average length of stay for pets in 
the shelter.   This year we had several dogs 
who passed the 1 year mark in our care– 
something that has been a rarity until now.   

We were consistently at capacity in our facili-
ty, with no empty kennels and a need to tight-
ly manage the flow of incoming animals, lead-
ing to waitlists for our community. 

We hope to see more positive trends in 2024! 

Recognizing amazing people who contribute to 
the work of GAHS and the welfare of animals 
made for a wonderful evening! 

Arabella joined us 12/22  



          SavingPetsInMaine.org 

Thank you for 
being part of  

our work.       
With your 

help, 2023 was 
still a great 

year for pets in 
need, despite 

many        
challenges! 

Popeye was with us over a year 
and has now been adopted into a 

loving home! 
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